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NGONGOTAHA NEWS
The Sunny side of the Mountain -  
FLUORIDE FREE NGONGOTAHA

Editor Philippa Wills Ph: 021 283 7006 
website: www.ngongotahanews.co.nz 
NEXT DEADLINE:  3RD FEBRUARY 2021 10AM
DECEMBER 2020 ISSUE

2020
20/20  vision means seeing what an average

 individual can see when standing 20 feet away.

We will all look back on this year with mixed feelings: worry, 
relief, surprise, and the clarity of being at once both
 more and less connected with the rest of the world.

Christmas 2020 is perhaps not the time to think about what we are
 going to receive, but more about being grateful for what we have.

Ann Henderson and I would like to thank advertisers, contributors and 
readers for your support over the year, and to share our vision for a 
Christmas 2020 and New Year 2021 which keeps us focussed on

 whanau, community and care for one another.

Philippa Wills

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
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* Taxation Advice
* Management Advice
* Preparation of Financial Statements Inc. Farming
* Finance Applications
* Business Health Checks & Restructuring
* Farm Ratio Analysis
* We can come to you!

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                       
 Macmillan Accountants

Accountants with a difference! 

Call John or Judith
On

350-1018 or 0274 782 338
31 White Street, Rotorua

 Audit of Companies, Trusts, Clubs, Child care
        Centres, Schools & Real Estate Agents
 Business Financing
 Business Structures
 Preparation of Financial Statements & GST Returns
 Tax Advice

with

We are in the Business
to help you               

For prompt affordable service from a friendly firm 
who speaks your language

Macmillan Accountants
31 White St. 350-1018

FREE Initial Appointment

Established Ngongotaha 1965 - Member of  Master Plumbers  Association

PHONE:  (07) 348 5939
Fax:           (07) 348 5937 
              or  027 493 5986

 

WORKMANSHIP
GUARANTEED

Free Quotes
Prompt Service

 Repairs & Alterations
 Spouting Repair & Renewal
 Bathroom Design & Build
 Drainage & Septic Tank
 Fireplace Installation
 Water Pump Servicing 
 

Financial explorers, expert navigatorsYour trusted Chartered Accountant in Ngongotaha

M:  021 804 544
E:   kelly@moneymetrics.co.nz

Kelly Lelieveld CA
Chartered Accountant

moneymetrics.co.nz

Financial explorer, 
expert navigator
Providing local experience, 
insights and practical 
advice to bring balance 
beyond the books.

ST. BARNABAS ANGLICAN 
CHURCH

School Road, Ngongotaha

Sunday:      9.45am 
Eucharist followed by coffee and 
fellowship.
Wednesday:  1st & 3rd: 1.30pm Games afternoon 
St Barnabas Close (Scrabble,   Rumikub, 500 etc)
Thursday:  9.45am Contemplative Eucharist 
followed by coffee and fellowship.
         11.00am Bible Study

CHRISTMAS SERVICES:

Tuesday     15th December  7.00pm  Carol Service
Sunday       20th December  4.00pm  Christingle 
Service – Messy Church – All   welcome to come 
and make a Christingle  
                           Jesus is the Light of the World
Thursday    24th December  Christmas Eve – 
7.00pm  Family Christmas Eucharist
Friday         25th December  Christmas Day – 
9.45am  Family Christmas  Eucharist
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Rotorua Ford & Mazda

The team at Rotorua Ford & Mazda wishes everyone a Merry 
Christmas, happy holidays and a safe and prosperous 2021! 

Locally owned and operated family business for 25 years. 

The home of New Zealand’s #1 selling vehicle 5 years running – and very 
much on track for the 6th year!

The Ford Ranger: 

The home of New Zealand’s most awarded manufacturer - Mazda

Rotorua Ford and Mazda
148-150 Lake Road, Rotorua
07 348 7444
www.RotoruaFordMazda.co.nz



4

v

HONEST  QUALITY  WORK  GUARANTEED

332 3575 OR  0275 865 757 (Duncan)

www.giffordbuilders.co.nz
office@giffordbuilders.co.nz

Always check the LBP Register to ensure your building practitioner is licensed.

Glass Supplies
D & J Josephs

► Town, Rural, Lake areas &
      Ngongotaha Our Speciality
►  Certified Glazier
►  Free Quotes
►  Cheaper Prices, Quality work
►  All your Glass Requirements
►  Windscreens/Chip Repairs
►  Insurance Work

24 HOUR SERVICE
NO CALL OUT FEE

We’ll fix 
it for you day or night

 Dave or Joanna
07 332 2980 or 027 291 1517

Kia ora koutou, 
By the time you read this edition of the Ngongotaha News, we will have finished the school year. And what a year it has been! 
I still remember our teacher only day way back in January standing in front if my team explaining that I want this year to be 
consistent with as little change as possible. How wrong I was. A couple things popped up along the way including; 

• Whaea Teneille, Whaea Keiha, Whaea Keryn, Whaea Madeline, Matua Nigel and Whaea Daphne all joining our team
• Whaea Stevee leaving to take up a position at Owhata school
• Mrs Bowater returning from a years leave after only 7 weeks
• Whaea Tayla leaving to have a baby 
• Moving rooms 5, 6, 9 and the library into new spaces
• Building a whole new classroom which should be finished in a few weeks
• Resealing the asphalt that washed away outside room room 8
• Redeveloping a building with 4 teaching spaces that is over 100 years old
• Moving our rumaki unit into their new learning space
• A gala which saw hundreds of community members coming back into school
• Designing a whole new playground equipment ready to be installed in March next year
• New LED lighting in every class 
• Inclusion of an additional 60 chromebooks
• A walk a thon acknowledging our essential workers 
• Installing a new perimeter fence
• The addition of over 80 new enrolments 
• Oh and a global pandemic that forced us to teach from home for 7 weeks and made us change the way we do so many of 

the little things around school.

2020 has been anything but normal. But through it all our community has been supportive, our teachers and support staff have 
been amazing and our children have been simply brilliant. Thank you for everything you have done to support our school and 
our community. 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas holiday and look forward to seeing everyone when school reopens 
on Tuesday 2nd of February 2021. 

Craig McFadyen and the team at Ngongotaha School. 
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Danielle Badger 027 554 7359   Phil Badger 027 357 5704   Marlene Badger 027 357 5702                     
danielle.badger@bayleys.co.nz             phil.badger@bayleys.co.nz           marlene.badger@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008   

bayleys.co.nz

For results like this phone

today!
THE BADGERS

857A Poutakataka Road,       
Ngakuru

To all our Vendors and 
Purchasers who have supported 
us throughout this year we wish 

you a very Happy Christmas.

114 Western Road,       
Ngongotaha

65 Lagoon Road,       
Rotorua

1099 Paradise Valley Road,       
Paradise Valley



6

LAKEVIEW GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB.

Well another year bites the dust and what a year it has been!

As far as the club is concerned we will be glad to see the back of it and hope for better things in 2021. It is hard 
to believe that 10 months ago we lost our clubhouse in the devastating fire that destroyed all our taonga and 
memorabilia. Then we had a global pandemic thrown into the mix and to say it has been quite challenging is an 
understatement! However we remain positive and are extremely proud of what we have achieved so far. We are 
looking forward to starting the new clubhouse rebuild early in 2021.

Club competition has finished and we are winding down until February next year when competition starts up 
again.

We are excited to announce that one of our long standing members who has contributed to the club in many 
ways over the years was given the honour of Life Membership. CONGRATULATIONS to John Reid (JR) well 
deserved!

We are holding a WHANAU DAY on Sunday 13th December.  This will be a 6 hole ambrose format with the 
goal of getting groups of whanau together for some fun and exercise. There will be prizes and a BBQ. You do not 
have to be seasoned golfers so get the whanau together and come and have some fun! Gather at 10.30am for an 
11.00am tee off. The cost is $20 per team of 4. It would be fantastic to see some generational teams with young 
and old together.

A reminder that we welcome everyone to Lakeview whether it is to play golf on the course, hit balls on the range 
or maybe just a visit to see our beautiful environment!

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season enjoy the time with 
friends and family. After the year that has been we all deserve some happy times!

Golf shop phone number is 07 357 2341.
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BERT WILLIAMSON

Reshaping farm 

tracks, yards & lanes 

Forming water tables 

Calf sheds 

Driveways and tanker 

loops

And more

Rate: $100 per hr

Services

Local Owner Operator - 5 Ton Skid Steer 

with range of attachments 

Contact Bert

williamson101@gmail.com

027 489 0453 

The 
sunny 
side of the 
mountain
I googled Ngongotaha and according to Wikipedia one 
of the features of our beautiful whenua is that it is often 
referred to by locals as the “Sunny side of the mountain”. 
I would certainly agree with that and there are many 
advantages to living in our rohe where the sun is up longer 
than other parts of Rotorua. 
I have spent long hours in the Awahou river, not as long as 
most of my female cousins and nieces though, and when 
you get out of that river or any of the freezing cold rivers 
in our rohe you need as much sunlight as possible to get 
warm. That same sun would warm the concrete paths at 
the marae which were great for lying on to get the blood 
circulating properly. However long gone are the days of 
lying on the bridge or even the main road to get warm. The 
main road is difficult to cross over these days let alone lie 
on. The “sunny side of the mountain” has also become the 
“busy traffic side of the mountain”. 

I have also spent many hours fly fishing from a boat out from the Awahou river mouth and have watched the shadows 
moving over the Western Heights areas in town, before moving our way accompanied by beautiful sunsets. In my childhood 
days being on the sunny side of the mountain gave me many extra hours of trout fishing, especially when I had to get the 
boat back into shore before dark so that one of the adults could come out night fishing in the same boat.  
I would eventually learn to night fish and have spent many hours standing and fly fishing from a boat listening to trout 
splashing as they rise or are caught. I also enjoyed listening to fishermen solving the problems of the world through their 
time-consuming conversations. Back in the day it was no problem to use a torch to change my fly lure at night which took 
me ages to do and still does. However just like the huge increase in the number of cars on the main Hamurana Road there 
has also been a huge increase in Namunamu or lake flies. 
Just like trying to cross the main road while being barraged by busy traffic the pressure is on to change a fly lure at night 
while being barraged by numerous night flies. So much so that these days I tend to change to a night fly just after sunset 
and use the dying light to do so. Like the traffic the namunamu are like pests of the modern-day influences. I am sure that 
there are those who no longer night fish because of the namunamu just as there are those who no longer cycle on our roads 
because of the traffic. 
However, living on the sunny side of the mountain has also meant longer hours of golfing at Hamurana. It is certainly a lot 
easier to find your golf ball in daylight. Bike riding and walking on the new paths lining the lakefront are also extended by 
the extended daylight hours. I am sure the farmers and other people who work on the land in our rohe also appreciate the 
longer hours of sunlight than those in town. 
In my opinion Ngongotaha is not just the “Sunny side of the mountain” because of the extra hours of sun we enjoy. It 
is the sunny side of the mountain in education because of our various schools of high quality. It is also a great place for 
whanau who are given more quality time together before dark. Ngongotaha shines because of the community we are and 
the values of Manaakitanga and kaitiakitanga demonstrated at our marae, rest homes, in our shops and cafes and at the local 
motorhome venue by the railway, which has replaced the hosting of farmers at the sales yards that existed back in the day.
So it looks like Wikipedia got it right. Ngongotaha is the “sunny side of the mountain”, for many reasons that only the locals 
really understand. As the extra sunlight hours increase over summer my wish is that you make the most of those extra hours 
of sunlight we enjoy on our side of the mountain. The rivers, golf course, paths and lake encourage us all to do so.  
Ngahihi o te ra Bidois is an international Keynote speaker, businessman, author, husband, father and MBA. A Maori 
Boy from Awahou. See www.ngahibidois.com 
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Todd McClay 
Member of Parliament for Rotorua
 

Merry Christmas Ngongotaha – you deserve a few days in the sun. 
. A big thank you to Jenny and Richard at Ngongotaha’s own Lux Organics for the fascinating open day showcasing composting and organic market gardening.

Congratulations to locals Rach Beckett and Donna Bigwood at Curiousity Blooms on opening their new store on Ngongotaha Road.
Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736.

If 2020 was a new car I think I’d take it back! 

This has been one of the most unusual years many of us will have experienced. When I wrote my Christmas 
column for the Ngongotaha News this time last year who could have predicted a virus that touched every part of 
the world, a long, long lockdown where we were confined to our homes, an election campaign that was extended 
and an election date that was moved, and that the border would be closed to foreigners and non- residents. 
We never would have dreamed that if we visit family or friends in Australia they’d let us straight in but if our 
family wants to come home for Christmas they have to spend two weeks in isolation.

There have been some bright spots along the way. Ngongotaha remains a fantastic place to live. After significant 
community pressure and my petition that received more than 7000 signatures the Ngongotaha roundabout will 
finally be upgraded. And Ngongotaha Primary school continues to punch above its weight delivering a high level 
of education to local students.  A huge thank you to the principal and teachers for all that they have done under 
difficult circumstances.  And a special mention of the Ngongotaha Volunteer fire brigade who have had a busy 
year and saved many lives.

2021 offers us some hope. I look forward to working 
closely with the wider Ngongotaha community on 
important local issues.  I’ll continue to hold regular 
meetings in the area and we’re already planning a 
number of public events and get together’s in your 
community.  A highlight is always visiting schools and 
I look forward to visits to Ngongotaha, Kaharoa and 
Mamaku schools. My staff and I remain available to 
help with any issue you might have through the holiday 
period and into next year.

As we head towards the Christmas period I want to 
wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year full of new opportunities. I look 
forward to seeing you in 2021.

Hon. Todd McClay MP 
Member of Parliament for Rotorua
Authorised by T. McClay. Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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As we head towards the Christmas period I want to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a happy 
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Hon. Todd McClay MP  
Member of Parliament for Rotorua 
Authorised by T. McClay. Parliament Buildings, Wellington. 
 
 
 

Todd McClay  
Member of Parliament for Rotorua 
  
Merry Christmas Ngongotaha – you deserve a few days in the sun.  
. 

Authorised by Todd McClay,  
Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

1301 Amohau Street • 07 348 5871
rotoruamp@parliament.govt.nz

 toddmcclaympforrotorua

Hon Todd McClay
MP for Rotorua

Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Our office will close on Thursday 
24th December and reopen on 
Monday 18th January.
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Ngongotaha Medical Centre Limited  
Doctors: Simon Firth, Jane Carman, Genevieve Matthews, Kingsley Aneke, Jorgelina Ferreira, Louisa Barter 

 

We wish to take the opportunity to thank all of our Patients and the wider Community of Ngongotaha for supporting the Practice throughout 2020 and the Team wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Over the Christmas period the Surgery will be closed on the Statutory Holidays so please remember to order 
prescriptions well in advance or alternatively you can order your prescription by using Manage My Health.  

On Thursday 24 December, Tuesday 29 to Thursday 31 December and Tuesday 5 January, we will be running all day “Phone First Acute Clinics” for acute issues. So If you 
feel you need to be seen the same day, don’t come  down to the Surgery, simply call our reception from 8.30 a.m. and ask to be put in our “Phone First Acute Clinic”. We 
will arrange for a doctor or acute-care nurse practitioner to call you back promptly. If we can sort your problem with a telephone consultation we will, however if we do 
need to see you in person we will arrange for you to come in to the practice. Please note that there will only be a single consultation charge whether your issue is resolved 
by telephone consultation or face to face.  

The Laboratory Service will not be operating from Tuesday 29 to Thursday 31 December inclusive, but normal service will resume after New Year from the 5th of January 
2021. 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL - The Surgery is once again collecting food and gift items for the Salvation Army to Distribute to families in need over the Christmas period.  If you 
would like to contribute – please bring your gift items into the Surgery, and place them in the box in the reception area. 

 
 
 

 

 
ASK US ABOUT “MANAGE MY HEALTH” AND YOU CAN; 

 
  Book Appointments Online     Order Prescriptions Online    Get your Test Results Online     E-Mail your Doctor or Nurse  

All this from your Phone, Tablet or Computer, “When and Where You Want” 

The Christmas 
Season Is Upon Us!! 

PHONE FIRST ACUTE CLINIC 
 Minor issues only  
 5 minute consultation time 
 Also ideal for children who need to 

be seen at the last minute 
 Renewal of scripts 

 Multiple issues 
 Complex problems  
 WINZ Certificates, Drivers Medicals or other 

Medicals need to be booked with your 
regular Doctor 
 

Todd McClay 
Member of Parliament for Rotorua
 

Merry Christmas Ngongotaha – you deserve a few days in the sun. 
. A big thank you to Jenny and Richard at Ngongotaha’s own Lux Organics for the fascinating open day showcasing composting and organic market gardening.

Congratulations to locals Rach Beckett and Donna Bigwood at Curiousity Blooms on opening their new store on Ngongotaha Road.
Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736. Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736.

A big thank you to 
Jenny and Richard at 
Ngongotaha’s own 
Lux Organics for the 
fascinating open day 
showcasing composting 
and organic market 
gardening.

Congratulations to locals 
Rach Beckett and Donna 
Bigwood at Curiousity 
Blooms on opening 
their new store on 
Ngongotaha Road.

Ngongotaha Rail Park needs visitors, train drivers and volunteers for 
the shop, museum, library and grounds. With miniature steam engine 
rides, bouncy castle, picnic tables and playground it’s an ideal place for 
birthdays and kindy/classroom events. Phone Peter on 021 456 736.
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MODERN 
WORKSHOP WITH 

LATEST 
DIAGNOSTIC 
EQUIPMENT

OBLIGATION 
FREE ESTIMATES 
INCLUDING WINZ 

QUOTES

140 MAIN ROAD,
NGONGOTAHA

(next to Gull)
PHONE: 357 2060

WOFs
SERVICES 

TYRES
SHOCKS
BRAKES

BATTERIES
EXHAUSTS

WE SERVICE AND 
REPAIR ALL MAKES & 
MODELS - EUROPEAN, 
JAPANESE, KOREAN, 

AMERICAN ETC

For Younger Readers At Rotorua Public Library
I Owe You One By Sophie Kinsella

 A lovely light read by this well-known author, just the tonic for a cold, wet weekend! The main character is 
a young lady known as Fixie. She came by her unusual name due to her "flaw", a uncontrollable need to fix 
things that aren't right. Fixie and her siblings are left in charge of the family business and it isn't long before the 
family business is almost unrecognisable. Toss into this mix a dose of Fixie's love life, extraordinary meetings 
in cafes, and you have a recipe for a wonderful, humorous tale.

The characters are well defined, the story sets a good pace; altogether a good choice to while away some hours 
with.

Also available in eBook and eAudiobook format

Reviewed by Rose

The Ruby Stories By Penny Matthews

It is the 1930s, in the great depression. Everything seems to be going well for 11 year old Ruby; she lives in a 
big house with nice parents and even owns her own camera! But then things change and her family has to sell 
their house and before long Ruby and her mother are sent to live in the countryside with her cousins and aunt 
and uncle - who she hardly knows, while her dad looks for work in the city....

A fun book for girls of all ages follows Ruby as she learns through happiness and heartache that no matter who 
you are, whether you are rich or poor we are all share the same feelings and deserve friends.

How would you rate this book out of 5?: 5

Reviewed by Isadora         continued on p 16

WE DO WARRANTY 
REPAIRS & 

SERVICES FOR:
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GLENN BRAKE

TAUI STREET
NGONGOTAHA

Shop: 07 357 4206   ●   Mobile: 027 496 1508

Brakes Homekill ServicesBrakes Homekill Services

Rotorua Plumbing Rotorua Plumbing 
Services LtdServices Ltd

For all your Gasfitting,Plumbing,
Drainage and Heating Requirements

• New Work   
• Maintenance
• Blocked Drains
• Repairs
Call Ross on 0273576772Call Ross on 0273576772
Ah/fax 073574418  Ah/fax 073574418  
rotoruaplumbing@gmail.comrotoruaplumbing@gmail.com
22 Stembridge Rd Ngongotaha22 Stembridge Rd Ngongotaha

 The 3 Stages of Man:
1 He believes in Santa     
 Claus
2 He does not believe  
 in Santa Claus
3 He is Santa Claus

What are the three 
most terrifying words 
seen on a Christmas 
present:
‘Some assembly 
required.’

Every family has one 
weird relative. If you 
don’t know who that is, 
it’s probably you.

“You know you’re 
getting old when 
Santa starts looking 
younger.” 

Christmas is now going 
to be in early January 
to allow Santa to 
quarantine for 14 days 
when he arrives in the 
country.

Three men die in a car accident on Christmas Eve. They all find themselves at the Pearly Gates 
waiting to enter heaven. On entering they must present something relating to or associated 
with Christmas. The first man searches his pocket, and finds some mistletoe, so he is allowed 
in. The second man presents a cracker, so he is also allowed in. The third man pulls out a pair 
of stockings. Confused at this last gesture, St Peter asks, 'How do these represent Christmas?' 
Answer: 'They're Carol's.'

I once bought my kids a set of batteries for Christmas with a note on it saying, ‘toys not 
included."

What do you call people who are frightened of Santa?
Claustraphobic.
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From the team at Ray White Rotorua

Join us at 
our Monthly 
Garage Sales
Ray White Rotorua
Raising money for 
our local charities.
9-12pm First Saturday of every month
11 Tamaki Street, Ngongotaha
Something for everyone, come and make an offer!

Ray White Rotorua 07 348 6172                          rwrotorua.co.nz
Amtos Realty Services Licensed REAA 2008  
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Ngongotaha 7 Te Manga Place
Family home, loads of space, big double garage plus 
workshop and a sleepout. Entertainers patio and a 
large fully fenced, section of 1062sqm (more or less). 
Solar powered hot water, heat pump and a cosy warm 
fire. The stream just beyond your back doorstep. 

Hamurana 118 Dalbeth Road
A wonderful home for entertaining and family life. 
Large games room, outdoor living spaces, a pool and 
a spa. Potential to run a business from home. Loads 
of room for vehicles and added interest with 10 year 
old oak trees, planted for growing truffles. 

By Negotiation   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT25561

Mandy Lee 0276 732 331

By Negotiation   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT25543

Mandy Lee 0276 732 331

Wishing You A 
Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

This year will definitely be a memorable one 
for us all.  A year of sadness and loss but also 

of people banding together to show  true 
strength and pride during adversity.

I hope you get a well deserved break with friends, 
family and loved ones these holidays and I wish 

you all the best for the coming year.

Mandy Lee 
0276 732 331

Ngongotaha 17 Okona Crescent
A brand new house just a stroll to the water’s edge. 
This family sized home has 2 living spaces, 4 double 
bedrooms, a designer kitchen, 2 bathrooms plus an 
internal access double garage. Heat pump and a gas 

fire, infinity gas hot water and double glazing. 

Auction 16.12.20 (unless sold prior)   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT24629

Tim O’Sullivan 0274 974 986 & Mandy Lee 0276 732 331

Ngongotaha 23b Sunline Place
This very tidy 3 bedroom property is on an elevated 
site tucked down a driveway. Tenant very keen to stay 
on and tenancy regulations have all been met! Just 
enough time to buy and put the keys under the
Christmas tree.  Rental appraisal $420pw.

Ngongotaha 37 Waikuta Road
A well presented home on a freehold section that 
enjoys great sunshine and is walking distance to the 
lake. So peaceful inside with a great balance of
timber and painted surfaces. Ample decking for you 
to enjoy the outdoors and soaking in the sunshine. 

By Negotiation   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT25658

Team Parry 027 367 2796 & Michael Wang 02 1 212 7256

By Negotiation   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT25666

Leanne Leef 021 835 915

For Sale $310,000   View rwrotorua.co.nz/ROT25459

Tim O’Sullivan 0274 974 986 & Anita Martelli 027 552 6482

Hamurana 631a Hamurana Road
Directly across the road from the Lake this 847sqm 
(more or less) section with Comm 3 zoning enjoys 
lake views and proximity to the Hamurana walkway 
and boat ramp. Create a holiday getaway or business 
opportunity (subject to Council approval). 



14

UTE MOUNTED SPRAY UNIT 
FOR DIRECT AND COST 
EFFECTIVE SPRAYING TIME

BAY OF PLENTY AND 
WAIKATO WIDE

Pre-plant spraying, planting & post-plant spraying

Native planting
services available

Rotorua based 
weed spraying service
Gorse | Blackberry | Broom Ragwort/thistles

Call our team today to see 
how WE can help YOU

or email 
goodsonsprayingltd@gmail.com
Visit our website
www.goodsonspraying.co.nz

Call us today on 

027 270 7076

Age Concern 
Well Xmas is almost upon us and it will be a welcome 
relief from the tragic year that 2020 has dealt us. It is 
a time to come together as a family and celebrate the 
many positive things that have happened despite Covid 
and its attempt to disrupt all that is good about living in 
New Zealand. I think that through the lockdowns and the 
uncertainty of our future and the future of our grandkids 
we have learned many positive lessons, not the least of 
which, is we have become kinder as a nation and look out 
for each other more than we did. 

As I have informed you before Age Concern have moved 
to Parksyde House which is beside the main Parksyde 
building. The other great news is that The Older Persons 
Community Centre Trust (Parksyde) have received a 
grant from the Rotorua Lakes Council Te Rakau Tu 
Pakari fund which is a new fund for local initiatives. 
Parksyde have received $60,000 which will be used as 
seeding money to develop a vision of what the Whole 
of Life Hub for the Elderly will look like and will guide 
the building development that will follow. Stage one will 
be our move which it is hoped will be the catalyst for 
other organisations working with the elderly to consider 

moving to Parksyde. Parksyde is for the over 55 years and 
is an activity centre catering for over 800 people a week 
which is different to our kaupapa which sees us providing 
programmes which promote social connections. There are 
at least 30 organisations that deal with the elderly and they 
all need to have some input into the way the Hub will be 
developed and how it will look in the future.

Like many of you I was involved in the Covid Tracing trial 
in Ngongotaha and eagerly await the results. There are 
several Vaccine trials underway around the world at present 
and New Zealand, fortunately, is on the front foot,  having 
already purchased some vaccines in the hope that the trials 
will come through.

A coronavirus vaccine developed by Oxford University 
in England has been shown to produce a strong immune 
response in older adults in their 60s and 70s. Results from 
new trials published in The Lancet medical journal suggest 
that one of the groups most at risk of death or serious 
illness from Covid-19 may be able to build immunity.

"We are pleased to see that our vaccine was not only 
well tolerated in older adults, but also stimulated similar 
immune responses to those seen in younger volunteers," Dr 
Maheshi Ramasamy, investigator at the Oxford 

Goodsons Spraying wish all our customers Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
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Vaccine Group and consultant physician, said. The next 
step will be to see if this translates into protection from 
the disease itself."
The encouraging findings are based on 560 healthy 
adults and comes a day after Pfizer announced its 
coronavirus vaccine was 95 per cent effective among 
adults over 65 in its final efficacy results.Final trials 
of the Oxford vaccine are ongoing, with early efficacy 
readings possible in the coming weeks.

It is concerning that BNZ Bank are following some of 
the other banks and closing 38 branches between now 
and next March. This along with the doing away with 
cheques has caused issues for the elderly population. I 
am pleased to note that the Multicultural Council have 
been the recipient of $7,000 from the Office of the 
Seniors to provide seminars and support in partnership 
with Seniornet to upskill the elderly migrants in 
technology.

I am also pleased to confirm that Age Concern Rotorua 
have been granted $4,000 from National Office to host 
10 seminars on Tuned into Tech which will see students 
from local high schools work alongside our elderly 
to upskill them on such things as internet banking, 
effective use of smart phones, zoom connectivity, 
emailing, social media (Facebook), using the internet, 
on-line shopping and television casting. I can see 
Parksyde, and our new home, being a hive of activity 
over the next few months as the series of worthwhile 
seminars are presented.
Merry Xmas
Rory O’Rourke 
Manager

Tips for an Easier Christmas

Share it out e.g. ask people coming to bring certain 
parts of the meal (they usually bring their fantastic 
signature dish).Have a Secret Santa: everyone only has 
to buy one present.

Try asking people what they want. You might get 
unusual requests like some money on their power bill, 
or a donation towards a special purchase or an activity 
but at least you won’t be contributing to the landfill after 
Christmas.

Handmade vouchers are really good when thinking 
of your budget and for children: you can make them 
for lawnmowing, babysitting, an hour of gardening, 
breakfast in bed, a massage. The sky is the limit.

Christmas is more fun if you are not worrying too much 
about the effort or the cost. Just enjoy the company and 
the occasion!

NGONGOTAHA

7 Days!
OPENOPEN

7 Days!
1 Hall Road, 

Ngongotaha
07 357 4475

1 Hall Road, 
Ngongotaha
07 357 4475
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kitchens & cabinets
bathrooms •

furniture •
commercial •

fittings 
timber •

windows & doors
bi-folds •

double glazing •
stairs •

balustrades •

phone 07 348 0620
joinery@lee brothers.co.nz
120 View Road, Rotorua
www.leebrothers.co.nz

For Younger Readers at Rotorua Public 
Library continued....

Born Scared by Kevin Brooks
When one thinks of a Christmas story they 
probably think of a cosy, warm hearted 
story filled with Christmas cheer. This year 
I choose read something a bit different – a 
psychological teen thriller that takes place on 
Christmas Eve.
Thirteen-year-old Elliot suffers from a severe 
anxiety disorder. He is terrified over almost 
everything. Elliot claims to remember his 
birth and his twin sister Ellamay, who died 
at birth. He has internal conversations with 
Ellamay.
It is Christmas Eve, there has been a 
snowstorm, and there has been a mix-up with 
Elliot’s medication. Elliot’s mother sets out 
leaving him home alone after Elliot’s aunt, 
who agreed to collect the medication from 
the pharmacy is late and unreachable by 
phone.
We also see two robbers dressed in Santa 
suits and the office Christmas party, which 
sees a bank manager on a drug-fuelled 
bender that involves a police chase.
All these elements connect together for a 
gripping, tense, intelligent exploration of 
mental illness with an explosive ending.
Reviewed by Graeme

KIDS CHRISTMAS JOKES
What do you call a kid who doesn’t believe in 
Santa?

A rebel without a Claus

Q: How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?

A: Deep pan, crisp and even!

Q: What would you call the twelfth elf that comes to 
help other 11 elves in the workshop?

A: The twelf
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Barrowman Goodman Vets

Thanks for the amazing support!  Anna and David are 
overwhelmed by the fantastic support

 from clients old and new.
It has been a very busy 4 weeks since opening. 

Just a friendly reminder to check your pets’ 
vaccinations are up to date before the festive season 

and summer holidays are upon us. 
We would love to see you at the clinic. 

110 Lake Road 07 343 9090

PREY PETFOOD
Your pets will LOVE being able to dine on PREY”.  
Customers are coming from near and far to get the 
real food that cats and dogs were evolved to eat. 

Not sure where to start?  We can help, call in anytime 
for a chat and to discuss your pets individual needs.

Or contact us to register to attend our first
informal information evening on

 Wednesday 9th Dec from 6 to 7 pm

SShhoopp  llooccaall  

tthhiiss  hhoolliiddaayy  

sseeaassoonn  
NNggoonnggoottaahhaass  oonnee  ssttoopp  sshhoopp  ffoorr  HHoommee,,  GGaarrddeenn  aanndd  GGiiffttss    

iinncclluuddiinngg  wwoorrkkss  bbyy  llooccaall  aarrttiissttss  

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  NNggoonnggoottaahhaa!!  OOuurr  ooppeenniinngg  eevveenniinngg  wwaass  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg..    

AAss  llooccaallss  wwee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt..  DDoonnnnaa  &&  RRaacchheell  xx    

OOppeenn  TTuueessddaayy  ttoo  SSaattuurrddaayy  88..3300aamm  ––  55..3300ppmm  aanndd  SSuunnddaayy  99..0000aamm  ––  33..0000ppmm  

117766  NNggoonnggoottaahhaa  RRdd  ––  OOppppoossiittee  CCaafféé  DDyynnaassttii  
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WARNING: Cynical Christmas

Have I got this Santa business straight? He wears a beard, has no discernible source of income 
and flies to cities all over the world under cover of darkness? You sure this guy isn’t laundering 
illegal drug money?

My mate’s credit card got stolen before Christmas. I asked him how he got on when reporting it 
stolen. “Didn’t report it,” he said. “The thief is spending less than my wife”.

“What I don’t like about office Christmas parties is looking for a job the next day.” – Phyllis 
Diller

Christmas According to Al Bundy in Married With Children 
“I hate Christmas. The mall is full of nothing but women and children. All you hear is, ‘I want 
this,’ ‘Get me this,’ ‘I have to have this’… and then there’s the children. And they’re all by my 
store ’cause they stuck the mall Santa right outside ringing his stupid bell. As if you need a bell 
to notice a 300-pound alcoholic in a red suit. ‘Ho, ho, ho,’ all day long. So, nice as can be, I go 
outside, ask him to shut the heck up. He takes a swing at me. So I lay a hook into his fat belly 
and he goes down. Beard comes off, all the kids start crying and I’m the bad guy.” – 
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See the friendly locals at

We can manufacture and install a top
quality laminate bench top, counter or bar top

in your home exactly how you want it!

80 Clayton Road Rotorua Ph 347 2144 / 027 485 6553 Email top.place@xtra.co.nz

The Top Place 2004 Ltd

DON’T PUT UP WITH YOUR
PRE-HISTORIC BENCH OR VANITY TOP!

• Add value to
your home

• Revamp a tired
kitchen or bathroom

• Call now for a FREE no obligation
quote to replace your dinosaur
benchtop with a top quality laminate
benchtop installed in your home
exactly as you want it

• Call now and we will relieve you of
all the stress. Your only worry will
be choosing from the 712 different
colours and finishes!

• Call now and we will arrange
everything, even get a plumber to
turn up on time and on the right day!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

3890680AA

 

 
Contact Malcolm for an instore or in-home consultation or 

call in and browse the extensive range of exclusive carpet 

 and hard-flooring options 

Finance Available  

91 Old Taupo Rd,  Rotorua   07 348 0615 pearce@choicesflooring.co.nz 

 

Books at 
Rotorua Library
 

A Dream of Italy by Nicky 
Pellegrino 

This new offering by a 
favourite author is a great 
read!  Beautifully written with 
a light hand, you as the reader, 
are transported to Italy. This 
time in the South, and to a 
tired, but enchanting village.  
Do you have a spare Euro? 
For the cost of less than a 
cup of coffee- you could own 
your own Italian villa! Who 
could resist that? Three people 
couldn’t, and although all with 
different backgrounds and 
partners, begin their journey to 
Montenello.

While the storyline is a little 
predictable, the telling is 
charming and very readable. 
The characters are clearly 
drawn, and the description 
of the the food is……mouth 
watering! Reviewer Rose

Reviewed by Rose

The Music Shop by Rachel Joyce
Another gem from this popular author! Prepare to be transported to another time, when vinyl 
records were making way for the CD. Frank has been raised on music - all genres - by his 
now departed mother, who had her own unique way of raising her son. She taught him how to 
LISTEN to music; he figured out how to listen to people, and how to give them the right song 
for them.
Frank’s friends and colleagues are an odd group that each has their strengths and their weakness 
to battle.
Together, they are a wonderful interesting and feisty family. Into this family wanders a visitor, a 
woman who takes Frank’s breath away - something that has never happened to him!

I loved this book, found it difficult to put down and nearly cheered out loud at the flash mob 
scene!! Well worth reading at any time of the year!
Reviewed by Rose
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THANKS TO ALL OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS-  
ESPECIALLY FOR YOU! 

FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER 
15% OFF  

ALL GIFTWARE, JEWELLERY AND 
GIFT TOILETRIES 

NO LAYBYS, HOLDS, CHARGE OR LOYALTY POINTS. 

 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS    
FROM STEPH, HANNAH, JO, MICHELLE, TARA, 

KIRSTY AND SKYE. 
THE TEAM AT NGONGOTAHA PHARMACY 

17 TAUI ST, NGONGOTAHA. (07) 3574240 
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Rotorua-Ngongotaha Rail Trust
Come visit us and have a picnic in the park and 

enjoy a ride on our minature Trains and our motor 
Trolley’s

We have hobby supplies and a model train room, 
library plus a Museum.

We also sell shavings and sleepers.

For further enquires: Phone 07-3575484 
All Proceeds go to further developments

Electrical systems, Electronics, Gensets, Batteries, Inverters, Solar •
Buses, Campers, Caravans & Recreactional Vehicles •

Marine & RV Mobile Satellite TV •
Boats of all sizes and types •

Contact Ken 021 946 554    A/h 07 332 2480
email: ken@kjpholdings.co.nz   www.marineelectrical.co.nz

      021 946 554

The Lions Club of Ngongotaha 

We will be out in force on Saturday 30th January when 
the Rotorua Agricultural and Pastoral Association 
opens the annual Show to the public again on Auckland 
Anniversary weekend.  The Lions will be seen manning 
the ticketing booth at the entrance in Western Road, and 
at vehicle entrances around the park.  Give them a smile 
or a wave as you pass them.

TECT (Tauranga Electricity Charitable Trust) All 
Terrain Park, on the Tauranga Direct Road, celebrated 
its 10th birthday on Saturday  28th November.   All 
groups who use the areas gathered at the headquarters 
building to recognise this milestone in the Park’s history.  
8 years ago The  Lions Club  of Ngongotaha were gifted 
2.4 hectares of clear-fell pine forest within the Park, to 
develop into a recreation area planted with native trees 
and undergrowth, with well-formed walkways (unsealed) 
throughout.  

The public are encouraged to visit the Lions Tree Grove, 
and enjoy the development so far.   Regular working bees 
have been taking place to keep the trees free from weeds 
to allow them to grow strong and healthy, and Himalayan 
honeysuckle is sprayed frequently to keep it in check.  A 
small band of Lions from throughout the Bay of Plenty 
have formed the main core of these workers, but the Lions 
would welcome anyone to help out at these working bees.  
The next one is on Wednesday 16th December from 
9.30am-12pm.  All equipment will be supplied.    Bring 
some refreshments with you.

The Lions Tree Grove originated when in 2011 Lions 
International President Wing-Kun Tam’s dream was for 
Lions to plant over 1 million trees worldwide. Manuka, 
Kanuka, Flaxes, Cabbage Trees, and Pittisporum were 
initially planted, and later canopy trees such, as Rimu, 
Totara, Kahikatea, Rewarewa, silver, black & red 
Beeches. The first “Memorial Trees” of Kowhai were 
planted in 2016 and planting continues e.g. of Kauri.

Funding of approximately $80,000.00 has been received 
through some Lions Clubs throughout the District, 
Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs Charitable Trust and 
public environmental grants. Youth from the Okataina 
International Youth Camp have worked with us over the 
past three years which is now an ongoing activity.

Ngongotaha Lions are looking for new members and we 
will have a letterbox drop during the first two weeks of 
February.   There is a contact name and phone number 
on the flyer for anyone interested in joining our Club and 
becoming involved in the local and wider community.
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Want to trade latte’s for gumboots?
Or looking at swapping the spraypack for a subscription to small homes & gardens? Looking for 

an agent to pull it all together in a seamless way, someone who has your interests at heart?

We are here to listen & share what is happening both in lifestyle & residential 
markets.

Call Team Parker for a chat.

ETB Realty Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Rotorua

Angela Parker
Residential / Lifestyle Sales Consultant
M  027 421 3619 | P  07 343 1897
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Denise Sturt

Denise Sturt

M   0274 836 305 
P    07 222 5216

E    denise.sturt@mcdowell.co.nz

W   mcdowell.co.nz

Wishing you 

Residential Salesperson

A safe and 
Merry Christmas from 

Denise 


